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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
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SIR: 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this 
correspondence is being 
deposited with the United 
States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as First 
Class mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Assistant 
Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 20231 on the 
date noted below. 




Dated: May 31. 2001 



In the event that this Paper 
is late filed, and the 
necessary petition for 
extension of time is not filed 
concurrently herewith, please 
consider this as a Petition 
for the requisite extension of 
time, and to the extent not 
tendered by check attached 
hereto, authorization to 
charge the extension fee, 
or any other fee required 
in connection with this 
Paper, to Account No. 06-1378. 



This supplements the Preliminary Amendment filed 
concurrently with the above-identified application on April 2, 



2001, 



IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please substitute amended claim 8, as follows: 

8. (Amended) A glass part for connecting optical fibers 
manufactured using the method claimed in claim 3, wherein said 
glass part has open ends, and wherein at least one of the open 



ends of said glass part is tapered in such a manner that there is 
a continuous curved surface at a boundary between the at least 
one of the open ends and said internal hole. 



REMARKS 

Claim 8 has been amended to correct the dependency thereof. 
Approval and entry of amended claim 8 is respectfully requested. 

If the Examiner has any comments , questions, objections or 
recommendations, the Examiner is invited to telephone the 
undersigned at the telephone number given below for prompt 
action. 
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VERSION OF CLAIMS SHOWING AMENDMENTS MADE 



8, (Amended) A glass part for connecting optical fibers 
manufactured using the method claimed in claim [2] 3, wherein 
said glass part has open ends, and wherein at least one of the 
open ends of said glass part is tapered in such a manner that 
there is a continuous curved surface at a boundary between the at 
least one of the open ends and said internal hole. 



